
Dundee-Crown Summer Reading 2016 
 

Sincerely, 
The Dundee-Crown English Department 
  

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students: 
 
Once again, we are excited to share our love of reading with your children.  At Dundee-Crown, we believe that teachers, parents 

and students need to work together in order to ensure that students are preparing for the rigors of college and career. The success 

of all students, no matter what the discipline, depends on how well they read, write and think. In high school, we encourage 

students to take greater responsibility for their actions by learning to set goals, manage their time, develop the independence and 

persistence needed to complete challenging tasks, and self-reflect on their strengths and challenges. 
 
Research clearly shows that students experience what’s described as “the summer slide.” This means that once students leave at 

the end of a school year, no matter how far they’ve progressed, learning loss occurs. In fact, students typically start the new school 

year as many as two months behind where they ended in the previous school year. There’s no catching up when the new school 

year begins, and the gap between achievers and non-achievers only widens as the year progresses.  
 
The expectation is that students will arrive on the first day of school with a printed, typed copy of their finished written 

assignment, prepared according to the criteria included in this packet.  English classes will use this assignment in the opening days 

of the new school year.  In addition to their printed copy, students should have an electronic copy (i.e. Google Drive, flash drive, 

email) ready to upload to Turn it In! when they return in the fall. 
 

Books: 

Books will be available for checkout on a limited basis from the Dundee Township, Algonquin Township, and Dundee-Crown 

High School Libraries, and for purchase at Barnes & Noble in Spring Hill Mall or online. 
 

Course Text 

English 9 Peak, by Roland Smith (200 level only) 
The Book Thief, by Markus Zusak (300 & 400 level) 

English 10 A Long Way Gone, by Ishmael Beah 

English 11 The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, by Sherman Alexie  

English 12  Choose one of the following: 
● Thank You for Your Service, by David Finkel 

● Outliers, by Malcolm Gladwell 

● Super Freakonomics, by Steven Levitt & Stephen J. Dubner 

AP Language & Composition How to Read Literature Like a Professor, by Thomas Foster 
The Handmaid’s Tale, by Margaret Atwood 

AP Literature & Composition How to Read Literature Like a Professor, by Thomas Foster 
Atonement, by Ian McEwan 

 
 
Questions: 
The assignment details, book explanations/rationales, FAQs and contact information can be found on our website 

http://dundeecrownenglish.weebly.com 
 
For other questions, please contact: J. Ryan Leist, English/ESL Division Head   jeffrey.leist@d300.org 
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